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Examples from Fleiss (1993)

Outcome
or
subgroup
title

No. of studies No. of
participants

Statistical
method Effect size

1.1 Aspirin
for
Preventing
Death
after
Myocardial
Infarction

7 28003
Odds Ratio
(M-H, Fixed,
95% CI)

0.90 [0.84, 0.96]

1.2 Mental
Health
Treatment
versus
Control

5 232

Mean
Difference
(IV, Fixed,
95% CI)

-0.71 [-1.26, -0.16]
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Analysis 1.1

Study or Subgroup

MRC-1
CDP
MRC-2
GASP
PARIS
AMIS
ISIS-2

Total (95% CI)
Total events:
Heterogeneity: Chi² = 9.95, df = 6 (P = 0.13); I² = 40%
Test for overall effect: Z = 3.29 (P = 0.001)
Test for subgroup differences: Not applicable

Aspirin
Events

49
44

102
32
85

246
1570

2128

Total

615
758
832
317
810

2267
8587

14186

Control
Events

67
64

126
38
52

219
1720

2286

Total

624
771
850
309
406

2257
8600

13817

Weight

3.2%
3.1%
5.7%
1.8%
3.2%

10.2%
72.9%

100.0%

Odds Ratio
M-H, Fixed, 95% CI

0.72 [0.49 , 1.06]
0.68 [0.46 , 1.01]
0.80 [0.61 , 1.06]
0.80 [0.49 , 1.32]
0.80 [0.55 , 1.15]
1.13 [0.93 , 1.37]
0.89 [0.83 , 0.97]

0.90 [0.84 , 0.96]

Odds Ratio
M-H, Fixed, 95% CI

0.01 0.1 1 10 100
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Comparison 1: Examples from Fleiss (1993), Outcome 1: Aspirin for Preventing Death after Myocardial Infarction

Analysis 1.2



St udy or Subgroup

Davis
Florell
Gruen
Hart
Wilson

Tot al (95%  CI)
Heterogeneity: Chi² = 5.66, df = 4 (P = 0.23); I² = 29%
Test for overall effect: Z = 2.53 (P = 0.01)
Test for subgroup differences: Not applicable

Me nt al He alt h T re at me nt
Me an

5
4.9

22.5
12.5

6.5

SD

4.7
1.71
3.44
1.47
0.76

Tot al

13
30
35
20

8

106

Cont rol
Me an

6.5
6.1

24.9
12.3
7.38

SD

3.8
2.3

10.65
1.66
1.41

Tot al

13
50
35
20

8

126

We ight

2.8%
38.6%

2.2%
31.9%
24.5%

100.0%

Me an Diff e re nce
IV, Fixe d, 95%  CI

-1.50 [-4.79 , 1.79]
-1.20 [-2.08 , -0.32]
-2.40 [-6.11 , 1.31]
0.20 [-0.77 , 1.17]

-0.88 [-1.99 , 0.23]

-0.71 [-1.26 , -0.16]

Me an Diff e re nce
IV, Fixe d, 95%  CI

-100 -50 0 50 100
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Comparison 1: Examples from Fleiss (1993), Outcome 2: Mental Health Treatment versus Control


